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“When the architect has given birth he becomes the 
mother of the building. Before the architect gives 
birth, he should dream about his conception, think 
about it, and turn it over in his mind in many ways 
for seven to nine months, just as a woman carries 
her child in her body from seven to nine months. He 
should also make various drawings of this conception 
that he has made with the patron, according to his 
own desires.
A woman can do nothing without the man, so the 
architect is the mother to carry this conception. […] 
When this birth is accomplished, that is, when he has 
made, in wood, a small relief design of its final form, 
measured and proportioned to the finished building, 
then he shows it to the father. (Filarete 1965, 15–
16 [book II, folio 7v]).
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“You can say that a building does not sicken and die 
like a man. I say to you that a building does just 
that, for it sickens when it does not eat, that is, 
when it is not maintained and begins to fall off little 
by little exactly as man [does] when he goes without 
food, and finally falls dead. This is exactly what the 
building does.”(Filarete 1965, 12 [book 1, folio 6r])

“You need to maintain it continually and to guard it 
from corruption and too much fatigue, because, as 
man becomes thin and ill from too much fatigue, so 
[does] the building. Through corruption, the body of 
the building rots like that of man. Through excess it 
is ruined and dies like man.” (Filarete 1965, 13 
[book 1, folio 6r])






















